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Introduction:

In his policy speech to the 169™ session of the Diet in January 2008, then Prime Minister Fukuda put forward a
“Plan for 300,000 Exchange Students” as a policy measure to create A Japan that is Open to the World. The
government hopes to boost the number of foreign students to 300,000 by 2020, as Japan lags far behind the
United States and major European countries. The plan was approved by the cabinet in July.
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Potential Implications for NAFSA Members:

The plan will support universities to hire more English-speaking teachers, offer more courses taught in English,
increase the number of Japanese-language classes for foreign students (in Japan and abroad) and help students
find jobs in Japan after graduation. The plan also emphasizes the need to simplify immigration procedures and
provide more inexpensive, reliable student accommodation. A network of “One-Stop Service” centers will be set
up in countries around the world to provide information and support on studying in Japan. Keeping in mind that
the plans primarily targets degree-seeking students, other considerations are as follows:

MEXT will designate 30 universities to lead the plan.

There will be more recognition and opportunities for short-term exchange students.

A system of beginning the academic year in September will be introduced.

More emphasis will be given to providing employment assistance after graduation.

Standardized tests will be used to measure Japanese language proficiency prior to coming to Japan.
Competitive scholarship funds supported by global partnerships will be expanded in order to facilitate
internationalization.

7. Universities will give special accommodation opportunities to those (including short-term, study-abroad
students) living in Japan less than a year.
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For More Information:

Highlighting Japan Through Articles, July 2008, Vol. 2, No. 3
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1.

AARZHEHFICLINEMERLL. 77 HREDEDE ., €/ AR BBROFRNEILKRT 20—V ERE 1%
BRI —IRELT, 2020 2B RICBFEZAN 30K ANZEET, 2OE. EEAMZANELEHESE
Bhio, E-hiE- 2 HLGECBELOD BFLBFAETHIBMICEFUN, FL. 5|15 HEE. 7I7EIIUHE
LN EICH TR ERBEMFZRLICECHEENTNK,

As a key part of an effort to make Japan a more open society, the government announces a campaign to
increase the number of international students studying in Japan to 300,000 by the year 2020. In pursuit of a
“globalization strategy” which aims to expand the flow of people, resources, and information between our
country and the rest of Asia and the world, Japan hopes to attract excellent students from around Asia and
other world regions to study and live in Japan.

COizH. BHEADBZOWVTOEDZFURITEH I L. AR - AZ- ABDOADONLKEE P
KTCHOZAN, MBLEEE-ETEROERICEDIET. FRMICLUTOAKREZERKL., BFRE T - #EEN
REW-ARMICGEELGGIEZHEET D,

This plan will be comprehensively and organically facilitated by a well-orchestrated cooperation among a
number of governmental ministries and organizations. These institutions will work together to raise interest
among international students in studying in Japan, administer entrance and qualifying examinations, assist
with immigration procedures, help students to find accommodations and matriculate at Japanese universities,
and support them after they graduate and seek employment in Japan.

A% METHODS

1.

BAZEADFEL Invitation to Study Abroad in Japan

BARZBZOEIITEDI VAN TH—EADER Motivation to study [abroad] in Japan and implementation
of “One-Stop-Service” network

ENEOXILOHELEAREHREDILKICEN. BARI7ZFVEEVLPLTENERUVREZEAOEDLEFUHRECL.
BERLCHEUDT, T, vy BERRUBER LB CHULEREZDFERERKET D, BIMIBWTIE,
ENAERMITITBUEADBNEHF. KEZFOBNMLANEELTARBRZICEZRISRIFHRREML. B
H—E2AZEEL. BE2HEEZDZHOIVAMN T —EAORHZEIET,

The number of international students will be increased in the following ways. Japanese language education
and Japanese culture will be supported and disseminated abroad so that more people will become “Japan
Fans” who are interested in Japan as a country and ultimately in attending Japanese educational institutions.
The resources of the Internet will be used to spread information about specific universities where prospective
international and study-abroad students can matriculate. A network of “One-Stop Service” centers will be set
up in countries around the world for prospective international and study-abroad students. The operation of



this service will involve various institutions such as diplomatic and consular offices, independent
administrative institutions, and strategic footholds that various Japanese universities already have abroad.
These institutions will collaborate to provide information and consultation services to prospective students.
Specific strategies are described below.

» BEMCAAROXIE. e, EFHFCREUERREL. AA-JBRBRELTOBARDOS VaFILl-T5V e
HE3I,
A “national brand” will be established for Japan through dissemination of information about Japan’s
culture, society, and higher education system.

» BHORFFCEZELUTHENICARFLETUREEMSBIECE, BINIHITE B REL T RIE
HIICHELE,
Japanese language education will be supported overseas and expanded by the creation of new Japanese
language programs in cooperation with universities abroad.

» FREFOBZHEHMEEL. BRBRIIVESHRLBAECLSIBFFROZUOEEEHEE,
New ways to disseminate information will be sought, using events such as Japanese study abroad fairs
and individual universities’ information seminars.

» FESNAE.MIITBUEAOBNEFR. KEZFOBNMULANEELT, BACHENT, BXRBEICRD
SREERZRE. . BERFEENOMMRY —EAZRMTIMEEETRIELL. BEHEBFBOLHODIVAL
Yy (—HEO)—-EADERAEEIET,
Diplomatic and consular offices, independent administrative institutions, and individual universities with
their several overseas programs and centers will collaborate to provide information on study in Japan,
streamlining and combining their outreach and consulting services so that prospective students only have
to deal with one agency during the process of arranging to study in Japan.

» EUYR IV TRV EDEEICL D ERFEE DR,

Study abroad information will be disseminated in cooperation with the “Visit Japan Campaign”.

AR - A% AHOAY ODH%E ~HAFEZOMEL~
Smooth start to study [abroad] in Japan—making changes in the current system of entrance
examinations/enrollment in institutions of higher education/immigration.

DEBBZBEHROAFHIOAZH . BELEDREF CHETAIRELT U HIZERTS. . AENH
BICTERLD. BRAEDE LB EL D ODAEEBESFZRETY.

The international education infrastructure will be revised so that international students can, while still in their
home countries, get comprehensive information on study in Japan, can be informed about procedures for
enrolling in higher education institutions, and can arrange for accommodation. The immigration system will
be reviewed and revised in order to make it possible for students to smoothly enter Japan.

» UIvJEEBU. ARGEBRZICEDIRZZEDEHRFEEMKEEDRIL,
Improvements will be made in the system through which international students get information about
Japan’s higher educational institutions and learn about entrance examinations and study abroad. Possible
methods for this include websites and other on-line systems.

» BAPBFEHEBOWED. BREFEEHNFER. TOEFL. ELTSBEDBEFORBREZEALLZERRIAZ A Z
HE, Fo BEEPERZERALBERDLDLTBETILHDZANEITOFHEDEBFIOREZRE,
To help international students gain admission to higher educational institutions before actually coming to
Japan, established standardized tests will be used to measure Japanese language proficiency. These tests
include the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT), TOEFL, and IELTS. We also will facilitate smooth
decision-making and minimize administrative procedures so that students can be assured of
accommodations, scholarships, and other types of support.



BIMNIBVTERAEZEBHICERIILHORZFOBNMMAORERE. KEZFR LT OHR EHEDH
‘Eo

New networks and resources will be developed abroad to recruit international students and facilitate
cooperation and collaboration with institutions of higher education in other countries.

REFOEHEEHVRECAERPARROEBHROEFRFEFICRIBZEVERILLPEEZAROD
Enrollment management in universities and other higher educational institutions will be emphasized, and
official procedures for students to renew their residence period in Japan will be streamlined.

REZFDTO-NIEDHEE ~BHhHEIKRFEIN~

Facilitating globalization in Japanese higher education: creating outstanding universities

BREZ5IEDI2BNHIREIHNELT, KFEEDHICLH TEMEIGHAIREL BB BE KFEZEDTO-NILE
EXRZFDZANKHDEMRICOVTZIEEERILLTHEET S,

Japan will create universities that are attractive to students. This process will include allowing students to
fulfill their academic credit obligations with courses taught only in English, and expanding the number of
places available at such “globalized” institutions.

EFEOHRERIPIRFE30:EE LERKE Al

We will select 30 universities to lead this globalization effort.

EFRE LR KEPCOETIRRR KEFENH(CLPEMMSERIET BLE . RFEDHICLHI—AZKIRICHE
mu. ERRMBHEEREIR R IKNEHE,

The number of courses offered only in English will be increased. Students at the 30 designated universities
or those which have Ministry of Education-designated “Centers of Excellence” (COE) will be able to fulfill
their graduation credit obligations by taking such courses. This will ensure the foundation of an
internationalized education system.

RMBE BEAEH ATINT1T)-BEEBRHGRZRE O£ R - EEPRAZE. YIY-A0-IBED
RiRiRE. FEOTRBENMER L, N)F17LDEMRIELBEICEINKEFZFDE W ZERRAICH L,
Educational institutions’ quality and appeal in the international arena will be enhanced through
collaborations with universities around the world. These may take the form of exchanges, study abroad,
credit compatibility, double degrees, and other international study facilitative programs such as summer
schools and ensuring high-quality curricula.

EMEECONBEALEVIRAZEYL. HEARKEEZR L,

High education standards will be achieved by employing more foreign teaching staff in specialized
subjects.

BZEDZANPHARAZEDEBENBZDHEERSH. KZEFCHT59A ARZRE,

A system of beginning the academic year in September will be introduced. This system is more compatible
for study-abroad students and also will enable Japanese students to study abroad more comfortably.

BZEZANDZHORZFOFEMMGHEBAGZRIEL, BBHEZANEREE,
Methods of admitting international students to specialized sections in educational institutions will be
enhanced.

EEBZEFORERE. MBXEMERE S . BMFHESPGPICLIZELRLEICLD. JO-)NL L
BEBHICENDIKEFFNOXFEZERIE,

Students from other countries who receive public scholarship funds will be prioritized.
Competitive scholarship funds supported by global partnerships will be expanded in order to
facilitate internationalization.



ZANREID ~RIODULTHEICESTEZREADRME~
Creating good circumstances for students so that they can concentrate on their studies.

15 SR OTHL R ERFPANZ L L THFICHER TE 2 ANRE S D A HET 2, o, HIR
BEEN LKL R o R XA AT S,

Comprehensive support, backed by local residents and business partners, will ensure that international
students have a good environment to study as well as accommodation security.

» REEHNZEFRMEECEEL. EHEFEEHEARIFELNOBZLECHEEZIRHTEILS. KFED
EEEE. REESEAROMABL. ANEESONRMERAFOSHRLGAREHLE,
Universities will give special accommodation opportunities to those (including short-term study-abroad
students) living in Japan less than a year. Universities will be encouraged and helped to prepare dormitory
accommodations as well as offering information on private accommodation options. They also will be
expected to provide international students with information on how to effectively maximize the use of
public or dormitory accommodations.

» EENEABZAFE. REBZEZFETREMEICONTL. TOHEZHNODER,
International students will be individually assisted in budgeting for their study in Japan, using both
government and scholarship funds and their own resources.

» M- RERFOIVY-VVLICLERREXIFETIEL BREN—EICRTRIHELT. 2ELAILDR
M ER B ERIR,
We will set up a nationwide interactive consortium through which local agencies and business partners
can meet and establish networks to support international education and work with international students.

» BREAENBFRELLVL. BARELHEHE - KEFOBARELEELMEZEILHELEERNOB R
EHEORE,
Japanese language support for international students will be fully developed by maintaining a high quality
of Japanese language education programs at the nation’s educational institutions and universities.

= NUVEIVITRBEBFEPRBEADEEIEOEEERE,

Counseling and support for international students and their families will be emphasized.

ZE-BTROHEZDZANDKE ~ttE20T0-)NE~

Post-graduation and Employment — The Globalization of Japanese Society
EEANBARAMZCEBRUVEEITZICHOIC. REFRBLEINEFZFENEELZME XBEPZAN. EBH
FDRELBEHEZERTORZANEHET S,

Cooperation between university and industry will be encouraged to support international students who wish

to remain in Japan legally after graduation. This will prepare Japanese society to be ready to welcome
post-graduate students.

» REZFOFEMMGHBOREBEZEUBZEDMBIEOIE DRI,
Universities will develop specialized organizations to help students search for employment.

» AVA=VIYT JITN—ROER. MBAREOL R EFENEE VLB EPEEZEOR
S
Cooperation between university and industry through, for example, internships, job card programs, and
employment consultation will help students to obtain employment or set up their own businesses.

» PERAOEHREPZANKHOEHFEIRE,
The business sector will be encouraged to be more aware of international students and consider them as
potential employees after graduation.

= AHARRGBECRREFEEZEEROBEILLIKRVOE AL, SIBES O OE BRI DERDR
B



A flexible classification system will be established to define what kinds of jobs international students can
apply for after graduation. A possible extension of students’ legal residence periods will be considered so
that they can find better employment opportunities.

» REBFEORZSOMEBILEXE. FBXELEREROTBABZEDIAO-7YyIOFREERN.
THABZECBARNERE -XEBELTEELTEILHD ARy FD—-DDHEF -1k,
Japan will support post-study-abroad students even after they return to their home countries. The
support system will include alumni organizations. International students who have studied in Japan can be
a resource for the future as they disseminate information, support others who wish to follow them, and
build new networks for study abroad.

English translation and editing provided by Takashi Iwasaki, Susan Schmidt and Anthony Ogden.



