 RJC Academy   Japan 101      (Spring, 2010)    (Revised 2/25/10)
Course Description:  
This eight-week study program will give a general introduction to Japanese culture, history and religion. It will also introduce basic principles for sharing the gospel in the midst of the Japanese culture. 

Format for Course:

Reading: 

Understanding Japan through the Eyes of Christian Faith;  Third edition, Foundation University Press, 2009.  $14.95 at http://www.amazon.com/. Type the name of the book in the search box. You can also purchase a downloaded version from Don Wright for $6.00.

Japan-Guide (http://www.japan-guide.com/)   $0.00
How to Share the Good News With Your Japanese Friend, Mark Reasoner

    Order on-line at ISI. $3.80 for hard copy and $1.90 for download.
Operation Japan, $3.00. Order through JEMA in Japan or Don Wright.
  The CD version is available from Don Wright. Updated and linked with the internet--$5.
Listening:  RJC Audio Tapes—One Lecture. www.rjcnetwork.org
Practical Application:
1. Interview: Two interviews with Japanese and one with foreigner.
If a Japanese person is not available, a contact will be provided.

2. Visit a Japanese Church.

Writing: 

1. Weekly Observation Report:  Due every Saturday 11:59pm.  “What I have learned.” This will be posted on www.rjcnetwork.org, accessible by password only. Students will read reports from the other students weekly and make comments.

2. Final Observation Report
Attend two or three Conference Call Discussions, one at the beginning, one in the middle and one at the end. 

Week 1  Japan–A Brief Review    (April 12-18)
Conference Call: Time to be decided.
Reading: 1. Understanding Japan: Part One: Japan- A Brief Review 

Chapter One: Origin of the Japanese People, Pg 1-12 (12 Pgs)  


          2.   Japan-Guide (http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e641.html)

As you have time and interest, read Historical Section- Early Japan through Azuchi-Momoyama Period.

Writing: Weekly Observations: “Impressions and Points of Your Reading”

There is no minimum or maximum amount here. Use this as an opportunity to reflect and apply what you have read. This is to be written in your comment section of Japan 101. 

     Read other students' writings and comment on these.

Extra Suggestions:  Pray for Japanese and Japan, using Operation Japan.
Read Yomiura Newspaper < http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/>
         Japan Today < http://www.japantoday.com/>

        Japan Times http://www.japantimes.co.jp/
 Week 2 Japan History  (April 19-25)
Reading: 1. Understanding Japan: Part 1: Japan- A Brief Review

          Chapter Two: The History of Japan, Pg 13-27  (15 Pgs)


             2.   Japan-Guide (http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e641.html)


                           Read Historical Section.  (Continue)

Writing: Weekly Paper: “Impressions and Points of Your Reading”

      Read other students' writings and comment on these.

Extra Suggestions for each week:

Pray for Japanese and Japan with Operation Japan.

Read Yomiura Newspaper or Japan Today

Week 3  Japanese Society  (April 26-May 2)
 Reading: Understanding Japan: Part 2: Japanese Society (32 Pgs)

Chapter Three: Japanese Family, Pg 31-41  

Chapter Four: Japanese Working Life, Pg 43-48

Chapter Five: Social Stratification in Japan, Pg 49-61

Interviewing: Interview a Japanese person. 

Discuss each of the three topics from the book. 

How does his/her experience match or disagree with Samuel Lee’s analysis?

Writing: Weekly Observations: “Impressions and Points of Your Reading”

        Read other students' writings and comment on these.

Week 4   Christianity in Japan (May 3-9)
 Reading: Understanding Japan: Part 3: Christianity in Japan (29 Pgs)

Chapter Six: Main Religions in Japan, Pg 67-76 

Chapter Seven: History of Christianity in Japan, Pg 77-89

Chapter Eight: Christianity in Japan Today, Pg 91-94

Visiting a Japanese church 

(If that is not possible, interview someone who has attended a church.)

Writing: Weekly Observations: “Impressions and Points of Your Reading”

          Read other students' writings and comment on these.

Week 5 Japanese Culture and Christian Faith   (May 10-16)
Reading: Understanding Japan:  Part 4: Japanese Culture & Christian Faith (Pgs 23)

Chapter Nine: Christianity Defined, Pg 99-104

Chapter Ten: Elements of Japanese Culture, Pg 105-119

Listening: lecture: http://www.rjcnetwork.org/audio/CulturalBarriersToBeliefGordonKaneda.mp3
Reading: Cultural Barriers to Belief   Gordon Kaneda     

  http://rjcnetwork.org/wp-admin/resources/KanedaCulturalBarriers.DOC"

Writing: Weekly Observations: “Impressions and Points of Your Reading”

        Read other students' writings and comment on these.

Week 6 Japanese Culture and Christian Faith   (May 17-23)

Reading: Understanding Japan:  Part 4 (Continue): Japanese Culture & Christian Faith (19 Pgs)

Chapter Eleven: Spiritual Culture in Japan, Pg 121-125

Chapter Twelve: Socio-Cultural Illness, Pg 127-139

     How to Share the Good News With Your Japanese Friend   Pg 1-26    by Mark Reasoner

Writing: Weekly Observations: “Impressions and Points of Your Reading”

       Read other students' writings and comment on these.

Week 7  Conclusions and Analysis  (May 24-30)

Reading: Understanding Japan: Part 5: Conclusions and Analysis  (10 Pgs)

Chapter Thirteen: Analyses & Strategies Pg 143-153  

How to Share the Good News With Your Japanese Friend 

              Pgs 27-49 by Mark Reasoner
Interview a foreigner who has visited Japan
         Discuss their impressions. Offer insights from your studies. 
Interview a Japanese. 

Concentrate your interview on their religious background and perception of Christianity. Discuss problems concerning their understanding the Bible.

Writing: Weekly Observations: “Impressions and Points of Your Reading”

        Read other students' writings and comment on these.

Week 8   Review  (May 31-June 6)

Participate in a Conference Call Lecture and discussion by Don Wright

Interview a Japanese. Concentrate your interview on their religious background 

   and perception of Christianity. Discuss problems concerning their understanding the Bible.

Final Observations:  These are only suggestions. The main point of this paper is to help you pull together the things you have learned and apply these to your ministry.
1. Why is the number of Christians in Japan so small?
            (Touch on the historical, cultural, religious influence)

2. Helpful things I have learned, and why they will be helpful.

